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greetings and half-finished sentences.   It mattered little to
Padcrcwski who they were or what they said.   He felt the
warmth in their voices and he saw the glow in their eyes,
The railway station was near by.   In the early afternoon
Padcrewski boarded a special train bound for Posen (Poz-
nan).   The determination that he had felt while he was on
board ship was now enhanced by a feeling of joy.   After all;
he was not a stranger, coming home merely as a messenger
from the West.   They received him as one of themselves.
The saloon-coach was full.   Besides Colonel Wade and the
two British naval officers, who were accompanying him on
his mission, there were Korfanty, the leading Polish politician
in the German region of Poland, and one or two other
officers  and  politicians.     Half-way  to  Posen the train
stopped, and a German officer entered the carriage.   In
Danzig they had only seen uniforms with the red Socialist
badges  instead  of   epaulettes  or  marks   of rank;   the
shabby-looking soldiers had reminded them of disintegration
and the nearness of Bolshevist Russia, not of the most
powerful army in the world.   But there were no signs of
humiliation or defeat in the officer who entered the carriage.
He clicked his heels and in a loud voice announced that
Paderewski would only be allowed to proceed if the train
did not stop anywhere on its way to Warsaw ;   it was
particularly important that he should agree not to stop
in Posen.   The Province of Poznania was as yet German
territory.   Paderewski decided to speak to the officer per-
sonally.   It was the first German officer on duty he had
addressed during the years of war, and probably one of
the last of the great army.   When he emerged from his
compartment the officer saluted ; he seemed impressed by
Herr   Paderewski.   The   latter   explained   that  he   was
travelling with orders from the British Government, that
the British envoy, Colonel Wade, was going on a special
mission to study conditions in Poland, and that he was
to meet other members of the same mission at Posen.   It
went without saying that they would stop at Posen.   The

